
Welcome to the April edition of the GAA Club Newsletter.
 
A chairde, 

March was a month to remember for Ballyhale Shamrocks of Kilkenny and Corofin of Galway after their respective AIB 
All-Ireland Club Championship victories in Croke Park on St Patrick’s Day – ‘Comhghairdeas leo’ and to all the other 
Junior and Intermediate club champions once more on their success in the Club finals – the preparations for next 
season are already underway!

April sees the closing stages of the Allianz Football and Hurling Leagues take place as teams vie to reach the Allianz 
Hurling Leagues Finals and Allianz Football Finals (April 25/26), while the Division I Hurling final is scheduled for May 3. 
Make sure you follow your county and #BeThereAllTheWay with them!

This month’s edition of the club newsletter highlights the upcoming rules changes in both hurling and football which 
will affect all clubs, so please pass on this newsletter to your club members so that they are aware of these changes 
which come into effect from April 11. 

There is also plenty of useful information relating to club membership, insurance if travelling overseas, applying for 
Sports Capital Programme funding, GAA Go Games news, health and wellbeing resources available and much more.  
Finally with the Senior Football and Hurling Provincial Championships on the horizon, look out for news in your County 
this month of the annual ‘Open Nights’ where supporters get the chance to meet their local heroes.

Happy Easter to you and your families,

Le meas,
Lisa Clancy, Communications Director

Nuachtlitir na gClubanna - Aibreán 2015
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PLAYING RULES CHANGES  

At GAA Congress 2015, a number of changes were made to the playing rules of football and hurling, including the introduction of the ‘one-on- one 
penalty’ and advantage rule in hurling. 

It is vital that players and referees have an opportunity to familiarise themselves with changes in playing rules before they become operative on April 11. 

Clubs are therefore reminded to inform their members to take note of these rule changes, which are outlined below.

FOOTBALL
1. A Yellow Card does not carry into extra-time.
2. Referee may consult with a neutral linesman concerning the validity of a score. 
3. Rule 2.3 and 4.16 – If a defending player(s) fouls at a Penalty Kick situation before the ball is kicked and a goal does not result, the referee shall   
 give the penalty taker the option of re-taking the Penalty Kick or of having a point scored to stand. 

Look back on the passing at GAA 
Congress 2015 of the one versus one 
Penalty Puck/Free Puck from the 20m 
line as proposed by the GAA’s Hurling 
2020 committee led by former Tipperary 
All-Ireland winning manager Liam 
Sheedy here-

PENALTY PUCK/FREE PUCK VIDEO

http://youtu.be/mFxPfdo-kFo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yRYUISpy2l0


HURLING
1. A Yellow Card does not carry into extra-time.
2. Referee may consult with a neutral linesman concerning the validity of a score. 
3. Penalty – One defending player on the goal-line who may not move towards the 20m line until the ball has actually been struck. The player taking   

 the penalty may place it up to 7m back from the 20m line and within the arc but must strike the ball on or outside the 20m line.
4. For free pucks for Technical Fouls committed inside the large rectangle and awarded on the centre point of the 20m line, a maximum of five   

 players may stand on the goal-line and may not move forward until the ball has been struck. The player taking the free puck may place the ball up   
 to 7m back from the 20m line and within the arc but must strike it on or outside the 20m line.

5. For a 20m free puck awarded for a foul committed outside the large rectangle, all players shall stand a minimum of 20m from the point of award of  
 the free and may not move closer to that point until the ball has been struck. 

6. Rule 2.4 and 4.16 – If a defending player(s) fouls before the ball is struck and a goal does not result, the referee shall give the penalty taker/free   
 taker the option of re-taking the Penalty Puck/Free Puck or of having a point scored to stand.

7. If a player taking a Penalty Puck or other Free Puck awarded on the 20m line fails to lift the ball at the first attempt or fails to strike it with the   
 hurley, even if the action causes it to marginally cross the 20m line, he shall be allowed to strike the ball on the ground without delay.

8. Advantage – Referee may allow the play to continue for up to 5 seconds after a foul; if no advantage accrues during that 5 seconds he may    
 subsequently award a free puck for the foul.

  (This is the same rule that has been in place in football for the past year; no advantage accruing would include such instances of a pass going   
 astray, another player moving in to tackle as soon as the fouled player gets away from the initial foul, a shot taken within the five seconds which   
 goes wide, a shot taken within the 5 seconds which is saved by the goalkeeper etc; in these instances the referee should come back and award the   
 original free.

  If a player/team who had been awarded an advantage commits a foul within the 5 second period then the free shall be awarded against him for   
 the subsequent foul)
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HEALTH AND WELLBEING TO THE FORE OF GAA

Health and Wellbeing is a core business of the GAA was the key message delivered at the Association’s second national conference dedicated to the 
topic in Croke Park recently.  

In his conference address, Uachtarán Aogán Ó Fearghail thanked the 250 delegates for their vital contributions to the Association.  “The GAA is a 
family.  When I was of a younger age the message was Mens sana in corpore sano – a healthy mind in a healthy body,” the President recalled. “To 
me that meant playing handball against the local wall, eating boiled eggs and porridge, and walking to school. In a life where we try to incorporate 
everything we can, including family and the GAA, and work and school, I personally realised that a healthy body did mean a healthy mind.” 
  
Other key addresses came from Conor Cusack who reminded all present that they are part of a movement that has the power to make the GAA a 
healthier, happier, and more welcoming place for everyone, while Dr Brendan Doody highlighted the health enhancing opportunities GAA clubs 
naturally provide. Dr Eddie Murphy also addressed some of the concerns club health and wellbeing officers may have had about their role, noting they 
weren’t expected to be counsellors for their club, but rather to act as a coordinator and signpost to the services in their communities while linking in 
with their county and national committees for support and guidance.

Another member of the GAA’s National Health & Wellbeing Committee, Fiona Teague, launched the GAA’s Critical Incident Response Plan, which was 
developed with the support of the Public Health Agency, the HSE’s psychological services, NEPS, and numerous clubs and counties, while the day 
concluded with RTÉ’s Marty Morrissey chairing a discussion on health and wellbeing issues with a panel including Tony Griffin (former Clare hurler and 
Soar Foundation co-founder), Valerie Mulcahy (Cork Ladies Footballer), Eamon O’Shea (Tipperary manager), nutritionist Críonna Tobin and former 
Monaghan footballer Jason Hughes.

All presentations from the GAA’s 2015 
Health and Wellbeing Conference will be 
available to download from www.gaa.
ie/community, while a review of the day 
can be watched in the link below. For 
more information on GAA Health and 
Wellbeing programmes or if you have 
any queries for the GAA’s Health and 
Community Department, please email 
community.health@gaa.ie

HEALTH AND WELLBEING

www.gaa.ie/community
www.gaa.ie/community
http://youtu.be/mFxPfdo-kFo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fvfeeUJhK5k&list=UUCsDOY9UaBpPnv60mxX6dQA


SPORTS CAPITAL PROGRAMME
The Sports Capital Programme (SCP) operated by the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport is open once again for applications for funding.
Please note that all applications are to be made online and all units should be advised that the deadline for registering online is 5pm on Friday 10th 
April.  

The deadline for receipt of applications is 5pm on Friday 24th April, 2015.

The SCP provides grants to assist in the development of sports facilities and the provision of sports equipment – GAA clubs are advised to visit the 
Department’s website which contains very useful information and videos to assist in applying for funding – visit www.sportscapitalprogramme.ie for 
more.
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NEW ONLINE PLAYER TRANSFER SYSTEM 
 
In 2015, an application for an Inter-County transfer may be made online as part of a pilot scheme by Central Council. If a player wishes to apply online, 
he should contact the Secretary of the Club he wishes to join and refer him/her to the transfers section of the official GAA website for information on 
the process. 

Benefits of using the new system include:

Quicker processing of applications.

Less chance of incorrect information being submitted.

Ability to check status of applications.

Easy access to transfer history.

Less administration work.

Answers to frequently asked questions in addition to step-by-step user guides for players, Club Secretaries and County Secretaries can be accessed by 
visiting - http://www.gaa.ie/clubzone/transfers-and-sanctions/

Accessing the Player Transfer System (Club and County Secretaries only) 
A Club or County Secretary can access the Player Transfer System by visiting pts.gaa.ie and entering his/her 7 digit Membership Number and Password. 
For more information, please refer to the user guides on the GAA website.

A number of resources are available to 
club officers and members of the GAA 
website that answer some of the queries 
that arise on a daily or weekly basis.

A number of helpful online forums are 
available where you will find User Guides 
and FAQs for these sections. Please visit 
here 

The GAA Management System consists 
of several sections for Clubs such as 
Members Management (i.e. the adding 
and registering members), Competition 
Management, Communications, Fees 
Management, Player Injury Scheme and 
general Club Administration issues. 

USEFUL CLUB MANAGEMENT DOCUMENTS

http://www.gaa.ie/clubzone/transfers-and-sanctions/
pts.gaa.ie
https://servasport.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/categories/200193026-GAA-Management-System


JERSEY DISPLAY AT DUBLIN AIRPORT
 
The GAA was delighted to partner with the DAA in recent months to oversee the installation of an impressive new display promoting our games in 
Terminal Two of Dublin Airport.

The DAA supported the ’32 County Jersey Campaign’ as part of efforts to increase awareness of suicide prevention and raise funds for Pieta House.

Ian and Gary Kinsella, from Coolock in Dublin, who lost their brother Jonathan to suicide in 2011, ran a successful campaign to get signed GAA jerseys 
from our county units.

Dublin Airport purchased the shirts before getting them framed and worked with the GAA to oversee the installation of both the jerseys and a timeline 
bringing Gaelic games to life for people arriving back in Dublin from overseas.

The jerseys form the centre piece of a display which also include a timeline showcasing the standout events of the Association’s history and images of 
some of our top footballers and hurlers.

Four million people are expected to see it annually so keep an eye out for the jerseys just before Garda Immigration. Next time you pass through Dublin 
airport, why not take a photo and Tweet it to @officialgaa, your county and @DublinAirport.
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TRAVEL INSURANCE FOR OVERSEAS SANCTIONS 
 
With the summer holidays on the horizon for many travelling abroad, the GAA would like to remind those who have intentions to play abroad to arrange 
their own Travel Insurance. 

All players seeking an Official GAA Sanction from Central Council to play in North America, New York or Canada for the summer must arrange travel 
insurance in Ireland before they commence their journeys. Like the vast majority of travel insurance policies, the option offered by the GAA can only 
be purchased by players before they leave Ireland. The GAA is willing to accept alternative insurance if it is appropriate; however, a Sanction will not be 
granted for any player that is not covered to play overseas on a temporary basis. 

The cost of insurance will depend on the duration of a player’s stay in a particular country. 

Travel insurance is not a private health insurance. It only covers players if there is a sudden and unexpected accident or if a player gets injured during his 
trip. Where medically necessary, players will be repatriated home for treatment.  Players playing overseas are not covered under the GAA Injury Benefit 
Fund. For more information, click here

After 13 April, Clubs will be able to log 
into the GAA Management System and 
request membership cards for all Full 
and Youth Members registered before 
1 April.  Club Secretaries will be notified 
when the functionality to request the 
cards is available and they have two 
weeks to do so. 

In accordance with Riail 2.2 T.O. 2014, 
each Club must submit, through its 
County Secretary, an annual fee of €2 
for every registered Full Member who 
has paid his/her Club Membership Fee 
for the year. 

Please note that only after 13 April will 
Clubs be able to generate an invoice on 
the membership system. 

Once an invoice has been generated, 
please make a cheque payable to the 
GAA and forward the cheque to your 
County Board. The County Board will 
collect from all Clubs and forward to 

MEMBERSHIP CARDS 

http://www.gaa.ie/clubzone/transfers-and-sanctions/overseas-sanctions


COACHING TIPS: BUILDING ON THE PLATFORM OF 
YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
The hugely successful 2015 Liberty Insurance GAA Coaching Conference took place at the beginning of the year with over 800 delegates coming 
together in Croke Park to discuss ways and techniques to improve the level of coaching in the GAA. 

This year’s Conference focused on issues relating to Youth Players aged 13 – 18 years – watch the presentation below titled ‘Building on the Platform of 
Youth development’ given by former Dublin manager and All-Ireland winning captain Anthony Daly on how coaches can approach coaching players in 
this  age bracket.

To review all the presentation’s at this year’s conference visit the Liberty Insurance Conference 2015 page of the GAA Learning & Development 
Portal here

As summer approaches and our fields are 
alive with training and games check out 
the GAA Activity Planner here to plan 
and build your Hurling, Gaelic football, 
Handball and Rounders coaching 
sessions. 

GAA ACTIVITY PLANNER

http://learning.gaa.ie/conference2015
http://learning.gaa.ie/planner/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q9AdzLdG41c 


NATIONAL GO GAMES
 
National Go Games Week took place this past week across all counties in celebration of the thousands of children who take part in Gaelic Games 
nationwide and to mark the start of the 2015 playing season.

600 boys and girls from Gaeltacht communities participated in a blitz in Croke Park last Monday to mark the launch of the initiative, with blitzes staged in 
every county throughout the week emphasing the Go Games spirit ‘Every Child Gets a Go’ (Deis Imeartha ag Gach Duine).

The theme this year of #GAAGoGames week was a celebration of Irish culture among children – through our games and our language. This initiative is 
being run with support from Connacht GAA, Scéim Oiliúna Peile agus Iománaíochta Gaeltachta na Gaillimhe and the Department of Arts, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht.

The GAA recently updated and developed a number of educational resources for Primary School Teachers such as the PE Céim ar Aghaidh teaching 
resource book, which was designed to assist with the delivery of the PE Curriculum in schools.

To learn more about GAA Go Games and what your club can avail of locally, clubs are advised to contact your local County Games Development Officer – 
contact details listed here.
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HOW DID CÚ CHULAINN GET HIS NAME?
 
A brand new feature to Croke Park stadium was unveiled last month as a mosaic created by children from the local community is now proudly on 
display on the Cusack Stand side of GAA headquarters.

Uachtarán Cumann Lúthchleas Gael Aogán Ó Fearghail unveiled the special mosaic created by the pupils of St. Columba’s National School, North 
Strand.  The mosaic, entitled “Conas a fuair Cú Chulainn a ainm” (How Cú Chulainn got his name), is the culmination of nearly two years work by the 
local primary school children who were supported by Croke Park through its local community fund. The mosaic features in the inner Cusack Stand 
concourse and will be viewed by many thousands of visitors making their way into the stadium each year – for more on the project click here
 
Otherwise, make sure you catch the great work of St Columba’s on your next visit to Croke Park!

St. Columba’s N.S. North strand students Eliot Brennan (6th 
class), Lily Durning (3rd class), Riain Daly-Dee (3rd class) and 
Sarah Hannigan (5th class)”

Museum open Mon-Sat 09.30-17.00;
Sun 10.30-17.00. 
Stadium tours and Skyline Tours daily.

www.crokepark.ie/gaa-museum

VISIT CROKE PARK MUSEUM

https://www.gaa.ie/gaa-news-and-videos/daily-news/1/1803151718-croke-park-unveils-mosaic-created-by-local-children/
http://youtu.be/aKCigvzein8?list=UUCsDOY9UaBpPnv60mxX6dQA
http://www.crokepark.ie/gaa-museum


MCCARTHY AND REILLY CLAIM ALL-IRELAND 
HANDBALL TITLES
 
In one of the most eagerly-awaited All-Ireland senior finals in living memory, the 2015 decider at Kingscourt didn’t disappoint as Westmeath’s Robbie 
McCarthy saw off Armagh’s Charly Shanks 21-20 in the third game of a dramatic two-hour slugfest to retain his All-Ireland title. The win also meant 
that McCarthy will now lead Team Ireland as Captain ahead of this summer’s World Handball Championships in Canada, August 11-22. 

In the Ladies final, Antrim’s Aisling Reilly retained her O’Neill’s Sportswear All-Ireland 40x20 Senior Singles title when she delivered a stunning 
performance to see off her great rival, Cork’s Catriona Casey.

GAA Handball released its newly updated 
website recently – the sleek new design 
encompasses several new features 
including a Club Finder Map & Player 
Profile Pages, all in a very user friendly 
format. People are encouraged to visit 
the new site at www.gaahandball.ie

GAA HANDBALL LAUNCH NEW WEBSITE

www.gaahandball.ie
https://vimeo.com/122865544


KEY CAMOGIE DATES FOR YOUR DIARY!
 
With the summer on the horizon, there are a number of initiatives from the Camogie Association available to clubs across the country that encourage their 
young members to participate and play camogie during the summer – make sure you know about the events taking place near you by checking out these 
key dates for initiatives:

Hurl with Me Programme National Day: 6th June 
This programme is for club players aged 7-10 years and their parents/guardians. The programme will be for 6 weeks and held in 24 clubs nationwide. A 
tutor will coach the basic skills of Camogie to parents/guardians and players, while a national participation day will be held on 6th June in Dublin for all clubs 
taking part.

Hurl Smart Week: 1-7 June 
50 clubs took part in this initiative in 2014. Hurl Smart Week aims to increase activity levels at all ages in the community by providing a programme of 
events in the local Camogie club for the week. Clubs will be able to register to take part in Hurl Smart Week this year and will be put into a draw for a chance 
to take part in the Camán to Croker day on 7th July. 

Féile na nGael 2015: 19-21 June
Féile na nGael takes place this year from the 19th to 21st June. Ulster will host the National event again this year with regional events taking place in 
Tipperary, Galway, Kilkenny and Laois. The skills competition will take place on an alternative weekend in June this year and not in conjunction with the 
National event as has been the case in the past. 

Provincial Blitzes
Under 12 blitz days for clubs will be run in each province again this year, with provincial days to be run before the Camán to Croker Day and a draw will take 
place to see who will get to play in Croke Park – over 137 clubs took part across the four provincial locations.

Camán to Croker: 7 July 
Last year 64 under 12 club teams took part in this one day event in Croke Park, sponsored by Torpey Hurleys. The date for this year’s event is July 7th, with 
teams who attend their provincial dates to be put in a draw to participate, while any club that runs a ‘Hurl Smart Week’ will also be put in the draw to attend.

Catherine Neary officially became 
President of the Camogie Association at 
the Camogie Association’s Congress in 
Croke Park last month, taking over from 
Aileen Lawlor.

The new Camogie President looks 
forward to her term in charge in the 
video below-

NEW CAMOGIE PRESIDENT TAKES OVER
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GAA WORLD GAMES
 
The first ever GAA Etihad World Games took place in Abu Dhabi, UAE last month with over 400 players taking part from 28 international teams across 
five different continents.

It was the hosts from the Middle East that took the honours in the men’s and ladies’ finals, while teams from Canada (men) and New York (Ladies) were 
victorious in the respective Plate Finals, with Argentina (men) and Canada (ladies) claiming the shield silverware.

The first ever games played in the Zayed City complex proved to be a huge success, as players from around the world with a common interest in Gaelic 
Games all gathered together united in their interest and love of playing and promoting Gaelic Games – congratulations once more to all who took part 
and to the members of Middle East GAA in organising a tremendous tournament.

Click here for a list of all the results from the GAA Etihad World Games and watch our round-up of the tournament in the video below:
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ALLIANZ LEAGUES 
 
We’re heading into the final stages of the Allianz Hurling and Football Leagues this month – make sure you follow your County and #BeThereAllTheWay 
with them!

Don’t forget that you can attend the remaining matches of the #AllianzLeagues and avail of our ticket reductions by purchasing your match tickets 
from www.GAA.ie/Tickets or alternatively purchase your tickets from participating GAA outlets in Supervalu and Centra stores nationwide.

Purchase your tickets before match-day to avail of our ticket reductions!
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2015 NATIONAL CLUB DRAW WINNERS
 
This year’s GAA National Club Draw raised over €2 million for clubs around the country. 860 clubs took part in this year’s draw including Ladies Gaelic 
Football Clubs, Camogie Clubs, Handball Clubs, Rounders Clubs and Third Level GAA Clubs. In total over €4.5 million in funds has been raised by clubs 
taking part in the 2014 and 2015 National Club Draws. The top three clubs that sold the highest number of tickets were Na Fianna GAA Club (Dublin) 
1,694, Davitts GAA Club (Mayo) 1,629 and Na Piarsaigh GAA Club (Limerick) 1,600. Each club raised over €16,000 in this year’s draw alone. The highest 
ticket selling county was Dublin with 18,343 tickets sold, with Limerick the second highest selling county on 12,412 tickets.

For a full list of all the winners of the 15 
prizes in the 2015 GAA National Club 
Draw, click here

WINNERS GAA NATIONAL CLUB DRAW

Ruth Moore, Aughagower Handball (Mayo)

Junius Horne, Clontarf (Dublin)

Kevin McCormack, Maryland (Westmeath)

Sandra Halpenny, John Mitchels GAA Club, (Louth)

David Gillespie, Ballinamere (Offaly)

Marie Higgins, St. Brigids Belfast (Antrim)

https://www.gaa.ie/gaa-news-and-videos/daily-news/1/0203151249-national-club-draw-prizes-and-winners-2015/


2015 NATIONAL CLUB DRAW WINNERS
 

Annette Coyle, St. Brigids (Meath)

Davitts GAA Club Officers (Mayo)

Naomh Mhuire Covoy GAA Club Officers (Donegal)

Lorraine Heffernan, Naomh Mearnóg (Dublin)

Na Fianna Club Officers (Dublin)

For a full list of all the winners of the 15 
prizes in the 2015 GAA National Club 
Draw, watch our video below:

WINNERS GAA NATIONAL CLUB DRAW

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aKCigvzein8
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